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1878 Excerpt: ... CHAPTER XXV.
CHARLES I. AND CROMWELL.
CAPTIVITY, TRIAL, AND DEATH OF
THE KING. WHILE the Presbyterians
were discussing and voting, Cromwell and
his friends were acting. On the 4th of June,
news arrived in London that on the
preceding, day the king had been taken
away from Holmby by a detachment of
seven hundred men, and that the army held
him in its power. It was a cornet named
Joyce, of the regiment of the guards of
Fairfax, who had performed the feat.
Arriving secretly with his detachment of
cavalry, he at first introduced himself alone
into the castle, then he returned at midnight
with his soldiers, demanding to speak with
the king. Colonel Greaves and the
commissioners of Parliament residing with
his Majesty refused; they desired to close
the iron portcullises, but the new comers
dismounted and chatted with the garrison.
Colonel Greavess men declared that they
would not be separated from the rest of the
army. At midday Joyce was master of the
castle. He retired after having stationed
sentinels in various parts. In the evening he
caused the king to be awakened in order to
speak to him. I will go with you, Mr.
Joyce, said Charles, after a rather long
conference, if your soldiers confirm what
you have promised. On the morrow, at six
oclock in the morning, Joyces troopers
were grouped in battle-array in the
courtyard; Mr. Joyce, said the king,
appearing upon the steps, by what authority
do you intend to take me from here? Sire,
by the authority of the army, to prevent the
designs of its enemies, who would once
more plunge the kingdom in blood. That is
not a legal authority. I know no other in
England but mine, and after mine that of
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Parliament. Have you a commission
written by Sir Thomas Fairfax? I have the
orders of the army, and the gener...
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